
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF HOLY EUCHARIST 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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GATHERING 

PRELUDE MUSIC 

WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENT 

PROCESSION         Come, thou long expected Jesus      HYMNAL #66 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 
AMEN. 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And Blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

The Presider continues, 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING           Written by The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski 

 
Cantor Our eyes are fixed on the Lord he heard my cry.  O Lord show us your way.  Guide 

us in your truth.  All sing the Refrain. 

Reader  “Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath. Each 
candle has a meaning. The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and 
the third candle is JOY.”  

The candles are lit.  

Scripture “Isaiah 55:12 – You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and 
hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their 
hands.”  

Prayer “Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy 
Spirit. Fill us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world. Through Jesus 
Christ, who makes our joy complete. Amen.” 

All sing the Refrain. 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

Please be seated for the readings. 

READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE              ISAIAH 35:1-10 

Reader  A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 
the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

the majesty of our God. 
 
Strengthen the weak hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees. 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God. 

He will come with vengeance, 
with terrible recompense. 

He will come and save you." 
 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

and streams in the desert; 
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
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A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; 
the unclean shall not travel on it, 

but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 
No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 
And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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THE RESPONSE  - Laetatus sum              PSALM 149 
Sung by the Choir 

The People sing the refrain.  The verses are then read responsively singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

4.  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5.  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 
who keeps his promise for ever; 

6.  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
and food to those who hunger.  Refrain 

7.  The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8.  The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow,  

but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9.  The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! Refrain 
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READING FROM THE EPISTLES                           JAMES 5:7-10 

Priest   A Reading from the letter of James.  

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 
from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also must be 
patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an 
example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

GOSPEL PROCESSION                On Jordan’s banks the Baptist’s cry        HYMNAL #76 
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HOLY GOSPEL             MATTHEW 11:2-11 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

Priest  The Holy Gospel of our Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Please be seated. 

SERMON                 THE REV. BRIAN GREGORY 
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Please stand as you are able. 

THE NICENE CREED              BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Presider God of wonder and awe, in this Advent season of waiting, we pray to you.  

Intercessor For the church that watches and waits for you; for those who seek, or lead, or 
follow, that the path be made straight for your coming.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For our nation, that a spirit of mutual respect may inform and instruct those who 
share power with those they pledge to serve.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For the welfare of the whole world, that we might hold whatever is true and 
honorable, just or pure or pleasing in our hearts, joyfully living your vision for all 
of creation.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For this community, that our love may grow with knowledge and insight as we 
grow to know you through one another.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For all who suffer, that they may find comfort and healing in you. 
People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For the special needs and concerns, hopes and thanksgivings of the community 
gathered here.  For those on our prayer list [______], and for those birthdays we 
celebrate this week [_______].  Blessed are all who trust in you.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, stay with us while we wait.  

Intercessor For those who have died [especially _______].  For the fullness of their joy in 
you, and their place in the communion of saints, that they, too, may be present 
while we wait.  

People  God who has come and is coming again, light our way to you.  

The Presider adds a concluding Collect.  

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 

Please greet those nearby to share the Peace of Christ. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

OFFERTORY       How lovely are the messengers      -Felix Mendelssohn 

How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace!  
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words,   

throughout all the lands their glad tidings.  

Romans 10:15, 18  

Part of our spiritual practice as Christians is to support the mission of the church through financial donations. To 
help facilitate this in our virtual setting we are electronically passing the plate with a text-to-give option. 

Text 844-972-2974 with the amount you want to donate: (ex $20) and then follow the instructions text back to 
you to set up your account. If you have already set up an account, you can text that number at any time to make 

additional donations. 

Please stand as you are able as the offerings are brought forward. 

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS        What can I give him?         
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING         PRAYER B 

Presider  The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.  

Presider  Lift up your hearts.  
People   We lift them to the Lord.  

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People   It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in 
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the 
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  

SANCTUS                               #S-124 
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The people stand or kneel.  

Then the Presider continues  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 
him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 
have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.”  

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection,  

We await his coming in glory;  

The Presider continues  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 
country where, with [_________. and] all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head 
of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done,  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

Presider  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

FRACTION ANTHEM                  #S-161 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

After the bread is divided and the cups are filled, the Presider says these or similar words  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord. It is made ready for those who love God 
and for those who want to know God more. So come, you who have much faith and you who 
have little, you who have been here often and you who have not been here long, you who have 
tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is Christ who invites you to meet 
God here.  
 
 

  All are welcome to participate in communion at Emmanuel. Primarily our communion takes place at the altar 
rail. You can stand or kneel. If you want to abstain from the bread or wine, please cross your arms over your chest 
to receive a blessing. Gluten-free wafers are available. If the steps to the altar rail present a challenge for you, you 

may stand at the bottom of the stairs, or ask an usher to have communion brought to you in your seat. 
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COMMUNION MUSIC    There’s a voice in the wilderness crying HYMNAL #75 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Please stand as you are able. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us 
in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs 
of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given 
us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND GENERAL THANKSGIVINGS   

Presider Let us pray.  

Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may your peace 
which passes all understanding abide all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

THE BLESSING 
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PROCESSION          Hark! the glad sound, the savior comes      HYMNAL #72 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

Clergy  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia 

VOLUNTARY 


